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AUTHOR'S PREFACE
This text is written for medical students and corresponds to the course of General Chemistry, which is taught in Latvian Medical Academy. 

Using my own experience and the experience of my colleagues, I have made an attempt to write this text as short and as simple as I could and, therefore, this text, perhaps, can be treated more as lecture notes, than as a textbook. Anyway, when using this issue, one has to understand, that it provides only the minimum necessary chemistry knowledge for a medical student and that there are numerous good textbooks in the world, which provide more complete knowledge in chemistry. 

The material covers a short view in thermodynamics and chemical equilibrium, properties of solutions, dissociation and pH, buffer solutions, electrode potentials and oxidation-reduction reactions, a short view about conductivity of solutions, kinetics and catalytic redactions, some ideas about the structure of atoms and chemical bond, groups of elements with their biological role and medical application, adsorption and chromatography, properties of colloidal solutions and solutions of high molecular compounds and, finally, emulsions.

As the text has been written mainly for medical students, I have tried to connect every part of the text to biological objects.

At the end I want to express my sincere thanks to docent Andris Spricis (Chemistry faculty, University of Latvia) and Dr.Ilkka Pitkänen (Faculty of Science, University of Jyväskylä, Finland) for reading the text and useful remarks, and to docent Juris Avotins and people of LumTec company for their help in proceeding the technical work of with the text.


professor Andrejs Rauhvargers
